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Summary
The Next Generation Shipping Act establishes a $1 billion program within the Department of Transportation's Maritime Administration (MARAD) to support the research, development, demonstration, deployment, and commercialization of zero-emission and clean alternative maritime technologies and infrastructure.
The legislation will help reduce pollution from the shipping sector, strengthen U.S. maritime competitiveness, support domestic manufacturing and shipbuilding, create high-quality jobs, and position the United States as a global leader in next-generation maritime transportation.
Background
The shipping industry is a significant source of greenhouse gas emissions and harmful air pollution. Emissions from ships contribute to climate change and can negatively impact the health of communities located near ports, freight corridors, and coastal waterways.
At the same time, countries in Europe and Asia are investing heavily in advanced vessel technologies, alternative fuels, and clean port infrastructure. Without a comparable federal commitment, the United States risks falling behind in a rapidly growing global market for next-generation maritime technologies.
The Next Generation Shipping Act
The bill would:
· Establish a $1 billion annual program at MARAD to support the research, design, development, demonstration, deployment, and commercialization of next-generation maritime technologies.
· Invest in zero-emission vessels, clean alternative fuel vessels, shore power, charging and fueling infrastructure, vessel efficiency technologies, and related maritime innovations.
· Strengthen domestic supply chains and promote American leadership in maritime technology development.
· Support workforce development and training programs to prepare workers for careers in next-generation maritime industries.
· Encourage public-private partnerships and collaboration among industry, ports, labor organizations, academic institutions, and government agencies.
WHY THIS MATTERS
Strengthens U.S. Competitiveness
· Helps ensure the United States remains competitive with countries already investing in next-generation shipping technologies.
· Supports domestic manufacturing, innovation, and maritime jobs.
· Positions American companies and workers to lead emerging global markets.
Promotes Cleaner Air and Climate Progress
· Reduces greenhouse gas emissions from the maritime sector.
· Accelerates deployment of cleaner vessel technologies and fuels.
· Improves air quality in communities impacted by shipping and port operations.
Creates Good-Paying Jobs
· Supports workforce development and training.
· Creates opportunities in shipbuilding, advanced manufacturing, clean energy, ports, and maritime transportation.
Support
Environmental and Community Organizations (41): 350 Sacramento; Animals are Sentient Beings, Inc.; Benicians for a Safe and Healthy Community; Between the Waters; Brightline Defense; California Environmental Voters; Carolina Ocean Alliance; Clean Air Task Force; Coalition for Clean Air; Communities for a Healthy Bay; Don't Waste Arizona; Duwamish River Community Coalition; Friends of the Earth; Good Neighbor Steering Committee of Benicia; GreenLatinos; Guardians of Flushing Bay; High Ambition Climate Collective; Inland Ocean Coalition; Intheshadowofthewolf; Little Manila Rising; Milwaukee Riverkeeper; Move LA; North American Climate, Conservation and Environment; Natural Resources Defense Council; Ocean Conservancy; Ocean Defense Initiative; Pacific Environment; Portland Cruise Control; Protect Virginia; Resilient Red Hook; Seattle Cruise Control; Sierra Club; South Ward Environmental Alliance; Stand.earth; Sunflower Alliance; Terra Advocati; The People's Justice Council; Turtle Island Restoration Network; Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility; Waterfront Alliance; WILDCOAST.
Industry Supporters (11): ABB; Elliott Bay Design Group; EV Maritime; Explomar; Fourth Tack LLC; International Electric Marine Association; Magnuss Corp.; MOLABO; NT Systems; Spaera; ZULU Associates.
For additional information, please contact Matt Dernoga at Matt.Dernoga@mail.house.gov.
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